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Mirzapur is a gripping Indian crime thriller
series that captures the chaotic and violent
world of a lawless town 1n Uttar Pradesh.
Centered around the power struggles of |
rival gangs, the show offers a raw and
unfiltered look at crime, politics and
revenge. The narrative revolves around the
infamous Kaleen Bhaiya, played brilliantly
by Pankaj Tripathi, who rules Mirzapur with
an 1ron first and the ambitious Guddu and
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Bablu Pandit, portrayed by Ali Fazal and
Vikrant Massey, respectively The writing 1s
sharp, combining elements of dark humor
and intense drama, making it both engaging
and thought-provoking. Each episode 1s
packed with twists that keep viewers on the

edge of their seats, exploring themes of
loyalty, ambition and moral ambiguity. The
series doesn’t shy away from depicting
brutal violence, which may be unsettling for
some, but it serves to highlight the grim
realities of the characters’ lives. Visually,
“Mirzapur” stands out with 1it's gritty
aesthetic and immersive setting, capturing
the essence of a town steeped in crime. The
performances are top-notch, particularly
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Tripathi, whose portrayal of Kaleen Bhaiya
has become iconic. The chemistry between
characters adds depth to the storyline,
making the power dynamics all the more
compelling.

While the series occasionally leans into
familiar tropes of the gangster genre, it
manages to carve it's own niche through
strong character development and a fast-
paced plot. “Mirzapur” is not just a tale of &
crime; it’s a commentary on the human [
condition, power struggles and the
consequences of ambition. Overall, 1t’s a
must-watch for fans of gritty dramas,
delivering a thrilling experience that
resonates long after the credits roll.

vow

1| fSardt 1@ 2035 11




“Taaza Khabar,” released on Disney+
Hotstar, 1s a Hindi-language comedy-drama
web series starring Bhuvan Bam 1n the lead
role, marking his debut in a major web
series. Directed by Himank Gaur, the show
blends comedy, drama, and fantasy, making
it an engaging watch for fans of quirky
storytelling.
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Plot Summary: The series revolves around
Vasya, a sanitation worker who stumbles
upon a magical boon that changes his life in
unexpected ways. This supernatural twist
gives him the power to see future news,
which he tries to leverage for his personal
gain, leading to a series of humorous and
chaotic events. As Vasya navigates the
consequences of his newfound power, the
series explores themes of ambition,
morality, and the unpredictability of fate.
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Performance: Bhuvan Bam delivers a
standout performance, showcasing his range
beyond the comedic skits he’s known for on
YouTube. The supporting cast, including
Shriya Pilgaonkar, Deven Bhojani and

others, add depth to the narrative with solid
performances.

Pros Unique Concepet: The show’s blend
of comedy and fantasy, along with the idea
of predicting the future, adds a refreshing
twist.

Engaging Performances: Bhuvan Bam’s
portrayal of Vasya i1s both humorous and
emotional, demonstrating his versatility.

Good Pacing: The series maintains a quick
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pace, keeping viewers invested in Vasya’s
journey and the unfolding drama.

Cons Predictable Moments: While the
premise 1s intriguing, some plot points feel
predictable and follow a familiar trajectory.

Mixed Execution: The shift between
comedy and serious moments can
sometimes feel abrupt, slightly affecting the
tone.

Verdict: “Taaza Khabar” 1s an entertaining
watch, especially for those who enjoy light-
hearted dramas with a sprinkle of fantasy.
Bhuvan Bam’s performance and the series’
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unique concept make i1t worth a watch,
though the execution could have been a bit
tighter in certain parts. Overall, 1t’s a fun and
engaging show that highlights the
unpredictability of life when fate takes a

magical turn.

vow
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Name of the series : Stranger Things
Writer : Duffer Brothers
Director : Matt Duffer & Ross Duffer
Genre : Sci-f1, Horror, Drama
Rating : 8.7/10

Cast: Millie Bobby Brown, Finn Wolfthard,
Noah Schnapp, Wiona Ryder, David
Harbour, Gaten Matarazzo, caleb
Mclaughlin, Satie Sink, Natalia Dyer,
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Charlie Heaton, Joe Keery

Stranger Things is a popular netflix series,
1t blends action horror, drama and sci-f1 with
1980's pop culture refrences.

The plot of the series involves the fictional
town, Hawkins, Indiana, where residents are
terrorized by a hostile alternate dimension,
called as 'upside Down' after a government
secretly opens a lab and a gateway between
the two worlds.

so, far 4 seasons have been released. The
episodes 1n each season have a unique angel.
As the series continues, the people in
Hawkins face various dangers from
creatures 1n upside down. Each season
delves deeper 1nto th mysteries
surroundings the town, the characters
personal struggles, the changes in theirs
lives, the battle to protect the Hawkins from
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the creatures of upside down

The first seasons begins 1n Nov.1983 will
Byers 1s adbucted by a creature from Upside
Down His mother, Joyce; the police chief,
Hopper and his friends search for him.
Meanwhile, they meet Eleven who 1is
psychokinetic girl & find will the first
season 1ntroduces characters & the main
theme. The second season describes &
shows the dynamics of the Hawkins & new
characters will who was rescued, 1s still
being possessed by an entity from the
Upside Down World. This Season delves
deeper in the world building.
The third season 1s full of 1980's refrences,
nostalgia and action. The new mall becomes
the talk of the town & grabs the attention of
every single person in Hawkins. Will & his
friends along with Eleven and Max visit the
mall. The friendship & relationships are now
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strong between the characters

The Mind Flayer terrorizer entire Hawkins
In Fourth Season, we get to see a lot of things
happen simultaneously at different Places.
The new Vecna comes 1nto existence, the
new villain. H causes destruction in
Hawkins it leads to havoc. Eleven tries to
regain her powers. Vecna possess many
characters & threatens them. Also terrizing
to a great extent. This was the most action
packed now, the fith season 1s 1n the filming
process. The makers say 1t will be bigger
than ever. Stranger Things i1s an action
packed horror drama series, which has been
inspired by many 80's movies. The direction
1s incredible however, the length of episodes
increases as the series progresses At the end
of the series we get 2 final lengthiest
episodes but it's worth it. The cast has done a
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praiseworthy act. They have played their
characters with excellence & dedication.
The Overall aesthetic of the series looks
g00d, also it 1s then juxtaposed by horrible &
scary & dark cinematography during action
scenes. Many characters come and go, but
some characters leave their imprint & create
a unique space in our minds and for me those
characters are Eleven, Steve, Nancy & Max

so, 1s this series binge-worthy? The answer

1s yes, definitely. This series 1s a complete
blend of horror, action & drama.

vow
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Humans experience a range of different
emotions, pleasant and unpleasant. These
emotions have a tremendous capacity to
influence our thoughts and ultimately,
behaviour. When acknowledged and
accepted, these emotions let us live a
psychologically rich life. However, when
left unprocessed, rushed or blocked, they
leave us with poor functioning, painful
experiences and bizarre consequences.
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Never Have I Ever, a story of a 15 year old
sophomore, Devi Vishwakumar, 1s a similar
story.

With a brilliant academic record and talent,
Dev11s a popular girl in Sherman Oaks High
School. She has Elinor and Fabiola, two of
her besties she can share secrets with. Devi
1s raised by her mom, a practicing
dermatologist and a woman of discipline
strictly adhering to Indian traditions and
values, and Dev1’s favourite, her hero, her
father. Devi experiences trauma with her
father’s sudden demise by heart attack in her
concert 1n her school. The girl 1s shattered
with shock and pain. She visits her therapist
Dr. Ryan regularly to have professional
psychological support.

While Devi denies the need to let the grief
be processed, her romantic life starts to get

¥
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affected. The web-series depicts it well how
Devi constantly chases love & popularity to
feel okay. She struggles to maintain cordial
relationships, forces herself to prove better
and to crave for things. She might not really

want or 1s not even ready for the confusion
reflects in her decisions.

People start to call her “Crazy Devi”. She
becomes unable to see her mother’s struggle
of raising her alone. Whenever she is
disturbed, she sees and hears her demised
father. She struggles to process and accept
that he 1s no more. She takes everyone and
everything competitively, faces hard times
prioritizing her dates and best friends and
fails to see true love and care from her
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“nemesis” Ben. She often lies, and hurts
people unknowingly. She unintentionally
causes a rumour about her romantic rivalry
of having an eating disorder and gets
suspension.

In contrast with Devi’s side that pursues
power, the web series successfully shows an
increasing 1insight among her about her
difficulties 1n adjustment and that 1t 1s
turning her into someone

she 1s not. She realizes that she 1s running
behind insignificant pursuits and that she
has always chosen to be kind and honest
otherwise. Strong and supportive
relationships in the series act as a strength
for 1t's characters to lead a meaningful life.
Parental support and openness makes it
easier for fabiola to come out. Elinor

forgives her mother for abandoning her
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and becomes a true example of empathy and
compassion. Kamala, Devi’s cousin stands
for herself and Pati, her grandmother,
decides to re-marry.
As Elizabeth Kubler-Ross rightly

mentions 1n her Grief Cycle (1969),
processing grief may follow few stages
which may differ in the sequence and
duration for everyone, of shock/denial,
anger, bargaining, depression, learning new
roles and finally, acceptance of the loss. The
more Devi gives time to allow oneself to just
let 1t process, the closer she gets with her
true values and dreams.




o

In contrast with her 1nitial denial towards
mother’s new partner, she supports her for
the new relationship, stops looking for
instant gratification, and becomes more
focused on college. She unfolds beautifully

the emotional ties her dream college has
with her demised father while writing
college SOP. The series ends, thus, with
Devi1 getting a yes from her dream college. 1

believe, what may look like just a usual
teenage drama, actually brings us the 1dea to
be more human to oneself, be brave enough
to stand for oneself, value relationships and
learn from them.

veow
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